
 

1 

Music development plan summary: Anglesey Primary School 

Overview 
Detail Information 

Academic year that this summary covers 2024-2025 

Date this summary was published November 2024 

Date this summary will be reviewed November 2025 

Name of the school music lead Josephine Sands 

Name of school leadership team member with 
responsibility for music (if different) 

 

Name of local music hub  Birmingham Music Services 

Name of other music education organisation(s) 
(if partnership in place)  

N/A 

 
This is a summary of how our school delivers music education to all our pupils across three areas – 
curriculum music, co-curricular provision and musical experiences – and what changes we are planning in 
future years. This information is to help pupils and parents or carers understand what our school offers and 
who we work with to support our pupils’ music education.  
 

Part A: Curriculum music 
 

At Anglesey School we aim to: 

❖ Develop an understanding and enjoyment of music 
❖ Provide opportunities for singing, performing, composing and listening 
❖ Offer a variety of musical experiences reflecting different times, places and cultures 
❖ Explore music through cross-curricular themes 
❖ Meet the requirements of the National Curriculum  

All students, regardless of prior experience or capability, are engaged in active music making 
and are allowed to feel a sense of achievement. 

❖ Pupils achieve levels which are in line with, or above expectation for their age.  This 

will be reflective of prior experience and in relation to this experience, students make good 

progress. 

❖ The music curriculum responds to the cultural heritage of the local community, whilst 

addressing a range of other cultures and promotes the musical achievement of different 

cultural groups. 

❖ Students have the opportunity to learn a range of musical instruments, which reflect 

their interests and aspirations 

❖ Opportunities are provided for students to perform in out-of-class music activities 

❖ The music department is well resourced and ICT is used to enable students to make 

progress (and not used when other resources are more appropriate). 

At Anglesey, we focus on developing the children’s musical skills, knowledge and 
understanding, in order for them to be able to become confident performers, composers and 
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listeners. We aim for our children to experience real life as a musician or performer and to 
provide them with the skills to be flexible, creative and adaptable and have high aspirations 
for the future and to continue to enjoy and embrace music in their lives. 
We encourage, develop and inspire creativity and self-expression through listening, singing, 
performing, evaluating, analysing and composing across a wide variety of historical periods, 
styles, traditions and musical genres. 
All children are taught performance, composing and listening skills using a variety of 
instruments (djembe, recorder, keyboard, Ukulele and voice) by a specialist teacher.  
They will gain an understanding of music notation through the performance and composing 
tasks for the instrument that they are learning. Through music, our curriculum helps children 
develop transferable skills such as team- working, leaders, creative thinking, problem-solving, 
decision making and presentation and performance skills. These skills are vital to children’s 
development as learners. 
Anglesey is a Music Mark school where we hope to cultivate a life- long love and passion for 
music through the exposure to many musical experiences within school and in the wider 
community with professional musicians such as the Welsh National Opera, Birmingham 
Symphony orchestra, Young Voices and Birmingham Music Services and that these 
opportunities make a difference in their lives, and help them to grow in confidence, 
perseverance and resilience. 
  

All students, regardless of prior experience or capability, are engaged in active music making 

and are allowed to feel a sense of achievement. 

The Music curriculum ensures that the children sing fluently, expressively and creatively, play 

tuned and untuned instruments accurately and musically with control, listen with concentration 

and understanding and recognise and name the interrelated dimensions of music (pitch, 

duration, tempo, timbre, structure, texture, dynamics and rhythm and use these expressively 

in their own improvisations and compositions), perform in solo and ensemble contexts and 

evaluate their own and others’ performances, developing an understanding of the history of 

music. 

The children have engaging and enriching opportunities to develop these skills in weekly 

singing assemblies, various concerts and special assemblies throughout the year, group 

lessons in keyboard, violin, recorder, tabla and ukulele and classroom lessons, where they all 

children learn to play an instrument (tuned or untuned) using music notations as a large group 

and in smaller groups.  

Music Curriculum Organisation 
 
1. Teaching Groups: these are taught in class groups and small groups (mixed ability). 
 
2. Time Allocation: 
EYFS: music isn’t a specific part of the curriculum but falls into our child-initiated time.  

Key stage 1 and 2: 

Each year group has a group of 6-week music lessons during the Teachers’ PPA session on 

a carousel with Art and PE. Therefore 2 sessions of 6-week block music lessons per year. 

Year 1 and 2 has 2 hours minutes per week with a specialist music teacher. 
Year 3, 4, 5, 6 has 2 hours per week with a specialist music teacher. 
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Willow hub (autism group) has weekly music lessons of 30 minutes with their class teacher. 
Oak hub (KS2 autism group) has weekly lessons of 30 minutes with their class teacher. 
SL1 and SL2 (speech and language) has weekly music lessons of 30 minutes with their class 
teacher and 30 minutes of Tabla with a specialist teacher from Birmingham Music Service. 
 
Each Key-stage has a singing assembly per week lasting 30 minutes for years 1 and 2 to-
gether, years 3 and 4 together and years 5 and 6 together. 
 

The Anglesey scheme follows a spiral curriculum model where previous skill and knowledge 

are returned to and built upon. The children are given more complex tasks as they progress, 

(activities drawn from a wide range of styles and traditions), developing a deeper 

understanding of musicianship and knowledge of musical notation, interrelated dimensions of 

music and music history and much more. Lessons are ‘Hands-on’ and incorporate movement. 

The children are encouraged to rehearse and share their performance to the class using 

music vocabulary to evaluate each performance.  

 
MUSIC FOR PUPILS WITH SPECIAL EDUCATIONAL NEEDS 
The positive process of looking for the abilities rather than the disabilities of pupils with special 
educational needs, and identifying those activities across the Programmes of Study and 
through the Key Stages which will best allow pupils to:- 
 

 experience a sense of achievement and worth 
 develop confidence 
 make an identifiable individual contribution 
 be sensitive to the musical activities and creation of others. 

 
Some strategies for meeting pupils with special educational needs in music include: 
 

 Music material may be adapted to meet special needs 
 Instruments may be adapted or selected to suit individual abilities 
 Other resources may need to be adapted or selected E.g., large print or raised notation for the 

partially sighted. 
 
1. Pupils may need positive steering towards musical activities and  
 experiences in which they can succeed. 
 E.g., by clapping a pulse as a rhythmic accompaniment 
2. The actual tasks towards which we steer pupils may need to be adapted so that they 
can respond to them. 
 E.g., changing the pitch and range of music to suit developing voices 
3. Additional resources may be needed if we are to ensure that all pupils really are of-
fered equal opportunities. 
 E.g., making an instrument available to play alongside singers 

 

Year 1 start off with the djembe, where they learn rhythmical notation through the use of 

rhythm words played over a pulse using a backing track or piano improvisation. Songs are 

used to incorporate an understanding of how rhythms can be added to enrich the final 

outcome.  
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In year 2 the children start to develop their knowledge of melody and rhythm applied to an 

instrument: the recorder through Charanga recorder scheme.  

They continue to develop and build their knowledge through performance and composing 

activities into year 3 where they are introduced to more notes on the recorder and more 

challenging rhythms.  

In year 4, the children are exposed to a new instrument, the ukulele, where they develop their 

knowledge of how music is constructed through texture (building on melody and rhythm). 

They learn how to strum chords and pluck melodies whilst singing melodies through the 

charanga scheme and other resources such as ‘UKUaliens.’  

In year 5 and 6, the children are introduced to another new instrument and new ideas, 

although always building on their previous knowledge. They are able to work in pairs and 

develop their understanding of how music is put together by playing bass lines with melodies, 

chords with melodies and adding backing rhythms and developing their understanding of 

timbre and how it affects the overall style of the music. Throughout the 6 years the children 

are developing their accuracy of rhythm and pitch in their voice, breath control and musical 

expression through more challenging songs. By the end of their time at Anglesey, the children 

have learnt to play a variety of instruments with understanding and knowledge of notations 

associated with that instrument and have been exposed to many different styles of music. 

Assessment in the Music Department  

 There are four common types of assessment used in music: 

1. Videoing performances and discussing as a class the good points and improvements 
that can be made using the musical language. This normally occurs towards the end of a 
project 
2. Observations of activity in order to try and assess understanding e.g., teaching 
observing pupils working in groups 
3. Question and answer techniques used to elicit understanding (formative) 
4. Making comments to students about targets for improvements (formative) 

All assessment types are relevant in the music curriculum and a balance of these techniques 
will give secure information for planning future work.   

Effective signs of assessment in music lessons include: 

• Students’ work is regularly evaluated verbally 

• The Music criteria for these evaluations are clear to the teacher and student 

• The Music criteria is consistently applied 

• Students are encouraged to use assessments as indications of      how to make 
improvements in their work 
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Students are also regularly involved in self-assessment of their own and others’ work.  It is 
clearly important in music that the students have an understanding of what they are doing and 
how they are doing.  Self-assessment is encouraged in music because: 

• It can improve motivation 

• It can lead to better communication between the teacher and student 

• It can provide the teacher with useful insights into how a student perceives an activity 

• It can enhance the validity of teacher assessment 

Performing is largely assessed by means of informal classroom observation - not only specific 
performing tasks but also often in composing activities.   

Pupils frequently perform their compositions which are recorded and played back to other 
pupils in the class and discussed and assessed.   Provision is made within the curriculum to 
assess individual competence as well as ensemble awareness in accordance with national 
guidelines. 

Most compositions are assessed in the classroom.  This is particularly important in the case of 
group compositions because of the need to identify the process and the contributions of 
individual pupils.  It is ideas, structures and imagination which determine outcomes in 
composing work.   

The impact of Anglesey’s Music scheme can be monitored through both formative and 

summative assessment opportunities. There is always a performance element where we are 

able to make a summative assessment of the children’ learning. Samples of work are 

collected in files and folders to evidence progress across a school year and year groups. Our 

Music lead tracks progress through the skills using an assessment tracker. Age related 

expectation levels are reported to parents at the end of each year. Summative assessments 

take place throughout the year and informs future lessons, ensuring children are challenged 

and supported appropriately. The children should leave Anglesey equipped with a range of 

skills that will enable them to succeed in their secondary school. 

The children thoroughly enjoy the creativity of the subject and become much more confident 

individuals. Music helps to sharpen your memory, offers a creative outlet, teaches discipline, 

helps children to perform better in other subjects, fosters teamwork, develop analytical and 

evaluative skills. 

In 2023-2024  
27% pupils working above expected target   
50% at expected target  
27% below expected target. 

The children thoroughly enjoy the creativity of the subject and become much more confident 
individuals. Music helps to sharpen your memory, offers a creative outlet, teaches discipline, 
helps children to perform better in other subjects, fosters teamwork, develop analytical and 
evaluative skills. 

Anglesey is an accredited school with the Music Mark award because we are committed to 

providing a high-quality music education  
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Part B: Co-curricular music 

Extra-Curricular Music 
Most of these lessons take place during the school day or at lunchtimes.  
 
Participation in extra-curricular music activities enriches the core curriculum for music and 
allows pupils the opportunity to share interests and experience performing with others. 
Anglesey offers: 

• 30-minute Steel pan lessons with small groups of 15 to one class of year 3 and 4 per 

term, thus all children from these year groups are learning a new instrument taught by 

a specialist from Birmingham music services.  

• 30-minute tabla lessons  for 3 small groups of 6 from year 5 taught by a specialist 

teacher from Birmingham music services 

• 30-minute tabla lessons for speech and Language group 

• Ukulele club for year 5 and 6 (up to 15 members) taught by Mrs Sands: specialist 

music teacher. Each child is able to borrow an instrument from school in order to 

practise at home in between lessons. 

• violin club for year 4 (15 members) taught by Mrs sands. Each child is able to borrow 

an instrument from school in order to practise at home. 

• Choir for year 4 and 5 (30 members) taught by Mrs Sands 

The musical groups have the opportunity to perform at special assemblies termly 

throughout the year and the choir performs at Young voices annually.  

 
Part C: Musical experiences 
 

• In addition to planned curriculum time for music, children also have additional musical 
experiences, sometimes individually, small groups, year groups or key stage. 

• In key-stage 1 and 2, children have a range of opportunities to experience live music: 
CBSO live music experience, trips to symphony hall to watch an interactive concert. 

• Other subjects enable children to apply and use Music in real life and academic 
contexts such as P.E. 

• In key-stage 2 children have an opportunity to be involved in putting on a musical once 
a year collaborating with other teachers (art, drama, music, dance). 

• In key-stage 1 reception put on a version of the Nativity with dance and songs 

• Year 1 and 2 learn songs for certain projects which they perform as a class or year 
group at special assemblies. 

• Key-stage 2 put on themed special assemblies which involve singing songs 
appropriate for that theme throughout the year. e.g., year 5 had an assembly about 
Diwali 

• Music is incorporated into a variety of activities and events within school, such as 
weekly singing assemblies and special celebrations. 
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In the future 
This is about what the school is planning for subsequent years. 

In future years, our Music Development Plan aims to achieve the following: 

• To have a specialist teacher teaching music to Willow: either from Birmingham 
music hub or more time given to Mrs Sands by September 2025 

• To have a specialist teacher to teach music to Oak either from Birmingham music 
hub or more time given to Mrs Sands by September 2025 

• To create a Choir in Key-stage 1 (either more time given to Mrs Sands or a teacher 
from KS1) by September 2025 

• Extra-curricular club in key-stage 1: Recorder/music club in year 1 and 2 by a 
specialist teacher from Birmingham music hub or more time given to Mrs Sands by 
September 2025 

• Year 6 to put on a musical play after SATs in 2025 collaborating with Art teachers’ 
and Mrs Sands as the music specialist. 

• Continue to build and develop children’s composition and performance skills: 
ongoing 

• More opportunities to watch live music performances: Spring term 2025 

 
Further information (optional) 

Anglesey is a Music Mark school where we hope to cultivate a life- long love and passion 
for music through the exposure to many musical experiences within school and in the 
wider community with professional musicians such as the Welsh National Opera, 
Birmingham Symphony orchestra, Young Voices and Birmingham Music Services and 
that these opportunities make a difference in their lives, and help them to grow in 
confidence, perseverance and resilience. 
 

 


